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institutions and incidents of life, it must be taken in this
connection to designate the moral and metaphysical out-
look involved in this cultural complex. Here, as in the
bearings already spoken of, the difference between the neigh-
boring communities is necessarily a difference of habitua-^
tion, not of racial or hereditary endowment, since there is no
difference in the latter respect. And in point of habituation,
and consequent habitual bent, such as would give a char-
acteristic scope and method of philosophical thought, the
peculiar features of the German case will therefore have to
be conceived as a precipitate of the peculiar experience which
their historical circumstances may have given them in the
days before they began seriously to take over the modern
technology and the logic of modern science. There is no
later or other source or point of departure for a distinctively
German philosophy; any philosophical system named "Ger-
man" and not of such a derivation would be a misnomer,
and any endeavor to conserve it as a landmark or corner-
stone of German culture would accordingly be misspent
effort.
The merits of this heritage of the German people, in
point of its intrinsic truth and beauty, can of course not be
made a subject of inquiry here; all that is, after all, a ques-
tion of taste, about which there is no disputing. It is more
to the point to recall that since this characteristic philo-
sophical precipitate of the life-history of the German com-
munity, which makes its appearance in the eighteenth and
comes to its mature climax in the nineteenth century, is a
philosophical expression of the Romantic spirit, it is viable
only within the spiritual frontiers of Romanticism; that is